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But they have not been able to congeal humanity
by act of Parliament. "The heavens journey still
and sojourn not,"' and arts, wars, discoveries, and
opinion, go onward at their own pace. The new
age has new desires, new enemies, new trades, new
charities, and reads the Scriptures with new eyes.
The chatter of French politics, the steam-whistle,
the hum of the mill, and the noise of embarking
emigrants, had quite put most of the old legends out
of mind; so that when you came to read the liturgy
to a modern congregation, it was almost absurd in
its unfitness, and suggested a masquerade of old
costumes.

No chemist has prospered in the attempt to
crystallise a religion. It is endogenous, like the
skin, and other vital organs. A new statement
every day. The prophet and apostle knew this, and
the nonconformist confutes the conformists, by quoting
the texts they must allow. It is the condition of a
religion to require religion for its expositor. Prophet
and apostle can only be rightly understood by prophet
and apostle. The statesman knows that the religious
element will not fail, any more than the supply of
fibrine and chyle; but it is in its nature constructive,
and will organise such a church as it wants. The
wise legislator will spend on temples, schools, libraries,
colleges, but will shun the enriching of priests. If,
in any manner, he can leave the election and paying
of the priest to the people, he will do well. Like the
Quakers, he may resist the separation of a class of
priests, and create opportunity and expectation in the